WHAT THEN DO WE DEFEND?
whether it should be right or left than that it should
be one or the other, and that the decision should be
universally enforced.
Stated differently: there is so little of inter-state
organisation in existence, and the need for it so great,
that we cannot lightly sacrifice even such imperfect
organisation as exists. For a world in dire need above
all of integration, of the enlargement of the areas
acknowledging some common authority, any prin-
ciple like that of the unqualified self-determination or
complete independence of a given group for no reason
other than that it chooses to call itself a nation, is
bound to make for disaster.
If there is one thing certain in modern politics it is
this: That if we in the West cannot get beyond
nationalism and self-determination, then all hope of
making Europe a place where men may live in peace
and labour fruitfully must be surrendered. Wherever
a nationalist claim to independence has been granted
-in Poland, in Rumania, in Jugoslavia, in Italy,
wherever one may turn - the granting of the nation-
alist claim sets up as many problems as it solves. Self-
determination cannot be satisfied, because pushed to
its conclusion you would want half a dozen govern-
ments in the same street. Absolute independence
ought not to be claimed by anyone. We must be
partners. The price we pay for civilisation is the sur-
render of the right of each to be his own master.
It is assumed that the independence which has come
to inhere in Dominion Status is an entirely good and
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